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some of the lowest and most disgusting grade of moral turpi-
tude;

"And of these I look upon Mr. Disraeli as thfe worst. He
has just the qualities of the impenitent thief on the Cross, and
I verily believe, if Mr. Disraeli's family herald were to be
examined, and his genealogy traced, the same personage
would be discovered to be the heir-at-law of the exalted
individual to whom I allude/'

These few words naturally annoyed Disraeli very much.
Therefore he wrote to (yConnell's son challenging him to a
duel O'Connell himself had once killed a man in a duel and
sworn never to fight again. The son replied that really he could
not be responsible for everything his father said, and so Disraeli,
like so many other politicians since his day, sent a letter to the
Press. It was not addressed to the usual anonymous corre-
spondent, but to O'Connell himself. It began:

"Although you have long placed yourself out of the pale of
civilisation, still I am one who will not be insulted, even by a
Yahoo, without chastising it"

Here is another scarifying passage:

"With regard to your taunts as to my want of success in my
election contests, permit me to remind you that I had nothing
to appeal to but the good sense of the people. No threatening
skeletons canvassed for me; a death's head and cross-bones
were not blazoned on my banners. My pecuniary resources,
too, were limited; I am not one of those public beggars that
we see swarming with their obtrusive boxes in the chapels of
your creed, nor am I in possession of a princely revenue wrung
from a starving race of fanatical slaves/'

With such pretty manners and such refined language were
politics conducted in the 1830*5. The papers published Dis-
raeli's letter. He and O'Connell more or less patched up a
peace long afterward.

An important event occurred that year (r 835)* Lord Lynd-
hiurst visited Bradenham. Two more occurred in the year
fpllowiag. Disraeli wrote a series of letters to The Times signed
"Rtinnymede," addressed to members of the Government The
language recalled in many instances that of the letter to O'Connell,
but there is a delicious description of Lord Melbourne "saunter-
ing over the destinies of a nation and lounging awiy the glories